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are invited to join the celebration of the advancement of
medicine and ophthalmology recounted in this very read-
able and enjoyable work.

MATTHEW E. FARBER, M.D.

Indiana University Center for Medical Education
Fort Wayne, IN 46805

BASIC OPHTHALMOLOGY

CD-ROM, with manual, 9 pp. By Thomas A. Farrell and 
colleagues. System needed: Multimedia IBM PC or compatible 

computer, with at least 4 MB RAM. (Also available for Macintosh 
system 7.0 and at least 4 MB RAM.) St. Louis, Mosby, 1996. $59.95 

(single user). Multi-user license available. 
ISBN 0-7234-2336-9 (Windows); 

0-7234-2239-3 (Macintosh).

HERE are several reasons why medical students are
only marginally exposed to information about diseases

of the eye. Among them are the fact that the ophthalmol-
ogy rotation usually lasts only two to three weeks at the
most and the difficulty of mastering the basic techniques
of examination (e.g., slit-lamp and indirect ophthalmosco-
py). Many medical practitioners will admit that besides
this rotation, the only encounter with eye diseases they re-
call during medical school was at the board exams. Only
later did they realize that a substantial number of primary
care patients complain about eye conditions. It is from this
starting point that we set out to review a new self-study
CD-ROM that exposes the user to the basics of ophthal-
mic concepts and practice.

This comprehensive course was designed primarily for
the nonophthalmologist, highlighting mainly primary care
issues. It covers eight topics: anatomy, vision, visual loss,
glaucoma, red eye, trauma, strabismus, and neuro-ophthal-
mology. The estimated time for completing the entire
course is approximately 10 to 12 hours.

One useful feature of the package is a toggle on–off
graphic overlay of superimposed arrows and other graphics
pointing to relevant portions of the photographs. The user
can zoom in on many of the illustrations and still images
on screen. An on-line glossary contains definitions of 275
terms, most of them accompanied by a photograph or draw-
ing. The glossary can be browsed at any point during the
course, and the user can then return to the original point
in the course. In addition to photographs and illustrations,
there are diagrams, flow charts, and 30 color animations
and video clips that contribute to a better understanding
of the subject. Also scattered throughout the course are
self-assessment questions, quizzes, and interactive case stud-
ies. One minor drawback of the package is the somewhat
reduced resolution of the color photographs, but they are
nevertheless useful and illuminating.

We found this CD-ROM tutorial, which does not as-
sume any previous computer knowledge, to be user-friend-
ly and inexpensive. The package performs well even on a
486 PC, with only a double-speed CD-ROM drive. We feel
that medical students, especially those rotating through the
ophthalmology department, will find this CD course both
rewarding and enjoyable. We highly recommend that oph-
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thalmology departments consider incorporating self-study
sessions or home assignments based on this CD-ROM
into medical students’ curriculum.

EYTAN Z. BLUMENTHAL, M.D.

JACOB PE’ER, M.D.

Hadassah University Hospital
Jerusalem 91120, Israel
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NOTICES

Notices submitted for publication should contain a mailing address and 
phone number of a contact person or department. We regret we are 

unable to publish all notices received.

TRAUMA
The “2nd Annual New England Regional Conference” will be held in

Burlington, Mass., Nov. 6 and 7.
Contact Susan Marrino, Univ. of Massachusetts Medical Ctr., Office of

CME, 120 Front St., Ste. 800, Worcester, MA 01608; or call (508) 856-
6442; or fax (508) 856-6838.

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS
A course, entitled “NeoPREP: An Intensive Review of Neonatal/Perina-

tal Medicine,” will be offered in Phoenix, Ariz., Sept. 15–21.
Contact CME Course Registration, AAP, P.O. Box 927, Elk Grove Vil-

lage, IL 60009-0927; or call (800) 433-9106, ext. 6796 (natl.) or (847)
228-5005 (Ill.); or fax (847) 228-5059.

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
The American Association for the Study of Headache is accepting propos-

als for its “Headache Research Award,” which supports basic or clinical re-
search on migraine and related disorders. Deadline for submission is July 1. 

Contact AASH, 875 Kings Hwy., Ste. 200, Woodbury, NJ 08096; or
call (609) 845-0322; or fax (609) 384-5811.

BREAST CANCER
The conference, subtitled “Developing a Multi-Disciplinary Continuum

of Care,” will be held in Boston, June 26 and 27.
Contact IBC USA Conf., 225 Turnpike Rd., Southborough, MA

01772-1749; or e-mail reg@ibcusa.com; or call (508) 481-6400; or fax
(508) 481-7911.

THERAPEUTIC ENDOSCOPY
The “12th International Workshop” will be held in Hong Kong, Dec.

2–4.
Contact Sydney Chung, Endoscopy Ctr., Prince of Wales Hosp., Chi-

nese Univ. of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong; or call (852) 2632-
2233; or fax (852) 2635-0075.

ENDOCRINOLOGY AND DIABETES UPDATE
The course will be offered in Grand Traverse, Mich., Aug. 9 and 10.
Contact Registrar, Univ. of Michigan Medical School, Towsley Ctr. for

CME, Dept. of Postgrad. Med. and Health Professions Educ., P.O. Box
1157, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-1157; or call (313) 763-1400; or fax (313)
936-1641.

CALL FOR PATIENTS
PEGUS Research is conducting a long-term study of patients who re-

port a serious effect associated with the use of N,N-diethyl-m-toluamide
(DEET). Patients who meet enrollment criteria will be included in the Na-
tional DEET Exposure Registry. 

Contact PR, 1425 S. 700 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84105; or call (800)
949-0089.




